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Benefits of bioenergy for Africa

 Increased investment for agriculture

 Increased yields

 Improved food security

 Increased infrastructure

 Improved market access

 Diversified markets

 Value-added products and exports

 Semi-skilled and skilled jobs

 Increased energy access

 Cleaner cooking fuel

 Electricity access

 Fuel for agriculture and transport



Food vs. Fuel?

 Food price spikes—2008/09, 2009/10, 2010/11

 Crop failures, low global cereals stocks, increased 

demand for feed, increased demand for meat

 Maize riots

 EU RED

 US RFS

 Biofuels to blame?

 75%?!



The Biofuels Blame Game

Poor 
Harvests

• Crop failure in 
major producing 
markets

• Climate change 
impacts on 
sensitive markets

Biofuels 
Policies

• Biofuels demand 
reduces food 
availability

Food 
Insecurity

• Food prices go up

• People go hungry



Challenges

 Information gap allows for assumptions

Biofuels already a dirty word in the collective 

Western mind

EU biofuels policymaking too susceptible to 

emotional debate

 Limited resources

Biased media



Lots of questions, 
even more 
assumptions, 
but few answers.



Myths & Facts





10 Myths & Facts

 Biofuels don’t cause food insecurity

 Plenty of land availability for increased food and fuel 

production

 Biofuels don’t lead to landgrabbing

 Biofuels can support biodiversity through IFES

 Oil drives food price increases, not biofuel mandates

 African biofuel exports to Europe are miniscule

 Biofuels can help improve gender balance

 Large-scale biofuels can be produced sustainably

 Biofuels can improve energy access in Africa

 Biofuels can support true development





The study

 269 price series of six staple crops 

 cassava

 maize

 millet

 rice

 sorghum

 and wheat 

 20 African food markets

 What’s the impact on African food prices during the 

spikes?



Where’s the price transmission?

Consumed locally:

Sorghum

Maize 

Cassava

Millet

 Imports:

Wheat—EU, Australia, US, Canada, Argentina

Rice—Thailand



Results



So how do you 
blame biofuels for 
food insecurity in 
Africa?



Causes of food insecurity

Underinvestment in agriculture

 Lack of market access

 Lack of storage

Postharvest losses

EU/US agricultural subsidies

Rising oil prices

 Lack of energy access



Integrated food and energy systems



Moving forward

PANGEA is seeking:

 Inspiration 

 Lessons learned

 Improved communication methods

Outreach opportunities

Partnerships

How can we work together to spread the word 

about the benefits of bioenergy for Africa?



Thank you 
for your 
attention.

/PANGEA_LINK

www.pangealink.org


